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Saturday, December 20
Saturday Night Church: 5pm
in Knappa
Family Friendly Worship

Sunday, December 21

Fourth Sunday in Advent
Worship: 8:30am and 11:00am
(No Sunday School)

Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Holy Communion: 7:00pm
Candlelight Holy Communion: 11:00pm

Thursday, December 25
Christmas Day
Holy Communion: 10:00am

Sunday, December 28

First Sunday After Christmas
Worship: 8:30am and 11:00am
(No Sunday School)

Saturday Night Church

At the time of this publication we have had
one Saturday Night Church, November 20. It was
wonderful and the attendance was more than exciting
(80 persons came on the night when the Knappa
High School Loggers were playing their semi-final
game in Portland. The event, named “Family
Friendly Worship,”was electric with the sweet sounds
of children and parents.

We of the leadership team quickly debriefed
and determined what we could have done better, and
what we needed to do in the future. We set about
planning December 20 Saturday Night Church. But
now, we do so with a lot more help. Those who
attended asked what they could do to assist this to
be a grand series of services. So, there are those
doing decorations, others doing snacks and
beverages for afterwards. There are those willing to
spread the word to others. And the list goes on.

As Debi Gustafson, the newly placed staff
member with a title of Minister of Education and
Young Adults, and Pastor Swenson sit down to see
where we go from here, plans and goals and visions
of what might be ... abound.

Take it one step at a time we say to
ourselves. But, atthe same time, there is no denying
what apears to be a new mission possibility in this
place, among this population, with some of these
empheses.

As the congregation projected in its Visioning
Sessions a year ago -- there is a need out there. Is
the Saturday format (5pm) the key, or is it the Family-
Friendly emphasis, or is it the young adult population
we targeted, or is it the area of Knappa? Who
knows?

This is our venture into new ministry styles
and into a frontier evangelism. We do so trusting
wholly on the Holy Spirit to guide and compel and
inspire. We anticipate as we move into 2009 we will
expand this once-a-month offering. Astoria-based
young adults are asking why we can’t do this at the
“home base.” Any maybe that is next — a “First
Saturday, Saturday Night Church.” It takes work, and
it takes staff, and it takes some scheduling, and it
takes budget dollars, and it takes commitment.

What is the commitment? “To think outside
the box” to use an overused phrase. But it
suggests that one way to reach those who are not
part of a church presently, is to provide new options
and new styles and new formats. For others it may
mean just a matter of scheduling. It doesn’'t mean
more traditional forms and schedules are not
appropriate, but it does mean many in that
demographic have not responded to them thus far.
So, let’s try a totally new approach. Who knows?

Come on out to the Knappa location on
Saturday night, December 20, or come on
January 17 at 5pm and see. Come and be a part of
a new Christian community. If it is not for you, come
to church the next morning in Astoria. Or do both.
We'll be there, trusting in the Holy Spirit to be present
and work among those who come before him,
seeking his face and yearning to hear his voice
among the clutter of this world.

Pastor Keith Swenson




ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the congregation will take
place Sunday, January 25 , at noon. A light lunch
will be provided. We will review 2008 programs and
mission and look ahead to 2009. We will set a new
budget, elect folks to the church council, and tend to
other business that will help us strengthen our
mission. People with reports should get them to
Arlene in the office as soon as possible  (the due
date is January 4). Please be open to serving on
the council as the nominating committee seeks 5 new
leaders (one to complete a two-year term). Please
keep the work of the congregation in your prayers.

The Budget Committee of First Lutheran will be
meeting to finalize the 2009 budget early in January.
Please make known your requests for consideration.
Mention them to our treasurer, Todd Takalo/Bill
Landwehr, or to any council member.

The Nominating Committee is seeking leadership
for the Church Council and the Endowment
Committee . We are grateful to the strong leadership
of staff and council members of First Lutheran and
find serving on council as a rewarding and important
way to serve. Please contact Eileen Cheuvront,
Richard Boettcher, Judith Lampi, or Richard
Rasmussen (or Arlene Landwehr) if you might be
interested. God just might be calling you to this
important position in the life of the church.

We will also be electing delegates to the May 22-24,
2009 Synod Assembly in Eugene (a man and a
woman).

New Members and Baptism Scheduled
The invitation goes out to those who wish to
identify themselves with First Lutheran and its
ministries. We offer an opportunity to be members of
the congregation and also to receive the Sacrament
of Holy Baptism for children or adults in February.
There will be an orientation to membership,
preparing those who seek baptism as well as church
membership, on Saturday, January 31, from 9am
to 12pm. A reception of new
: members and baptism will be on
OJ Bari),:[t!)ztheed February 8 at either of the two

O—‘ ’Falth SerVicl(islc.aase let your desires be

§ known to the church by calling the
Administrative Assistant, Arlene, or
Pastor Keith at 503-325-6252.

Welcome Minister Welcomed to Staff

Our beloved Welcome Minister Judi McElroy
resigned her position last Spring (but has still been
blessing us with her bulletin boards). Despite efforts
to fill this position, we were not able to identify a
candidate to fill the vacancy. At the same time, we
felt the void of this position and rekindled our efforts
in the past couple months. There were two persons
who expressed interest. One of them was chosen to
be presented, first to the Personnel Committee and
then to the Church Council. We are very pleased to
announce that Marian Soderberg has now been
offered and has accepted the position as Welcome
Minister at First. She begins the first of January.

The position description is somewhat altered,
giving the greatest emphasis on evangelism and
working with visitors and prospective members of
First. For that function, she will work in a parallel role
to Debi Gustafson, the Minister of Education and
Young Adults, who will relate to the young adult
population. The second emphasis will be on
hospitality, welcoming persons to First and
coordinating hospitality functions.

Marian is a life-long member of First, knows the
congregation very well, is very gregarious and
welcoming in her countenance and personality. We
feel privileged to have her on the staff and we
anticipate her work among us.

With this position, we are now a complete staff
at First (except for Pastor). We rejoice in the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in filling recent positions.
We anticipate even greater effectiveness as we work
toward our ministry goals.

Oregon Synod 2008 Global Mission Event
“God’s Work. Our Hands”
Date: February 7, 2009;Time: 9:00am — 3:15pm
Our Savior’'s Lutheran Church
1770 Baxter Road SE, Salem
Speaker: Bishop David Brauer-Rieke  speaking
about his January 5-14 trip to the Middle East.
Workshops include: Global music, young adult in
mission; missionaries; a global world introduction to
children; refugee resettlement; Islam; world hunger;
fair trade; water rights; God’s economics; and more.
“Global Kids” (ages 5-12) provides global crafts,
singing, and hands on food projects. New this year
— Teen program! “Stand with Africa” and help
raise funds for building wells. For info. contact
Delores Vilstrop at 503-654-0037.



2009 Stewardship Preliminary Results

In November of this past year we launched a
stewardship appeal to members and friends of First
Lutheran. The appeal was to make a commitment to
God and the church which are so very important to
persons during financially difficult times. | write this
in the early days of December, so results are very
preliminary . However, it is very indicative of what
we can anticipate for our income of 2009.

Fifty-two households committed to $137,510 —
an average of $2,644.

Eighteen households made commitments in
2008, but not for 2009. If those persons were to
commit to the same amount, it would be $71,308 or
$3,961 each.

Seventy-seven households gave but did not
commit for a total of $41,023 or $532 each.

We ask those who have not made a
commitment to do so, that First may fulfill its
commitments and grow in its ministry.

If we combine those who have already made
their commitment, plus those who did so in 2008, we
would have an expectation we would receive
approximately $208,818.

The average congregation needs 75% of its
annual income committed by pledges. First's
anticipated budget is $290,000. That would mean
our goal is to have commitments of $217,500.
Please let us hear from each of our members and
friends so we may be responsible in our planning.

Endowment Funds Available
The Endowment Committee has announced that
funds, approximately $9,000, will be available in 2009
to be awarded and divided among projects within the
congregation or non-profit groups that are selected
after presenting a written request to the Committee.
(Of that amount, 10% is designated to the ELCA
Endowment Fund and $1,000 to the First Lutheran
Sabbatical Fund.) Projects must be in keeping with
the mission of the congregation. Examples for
consideration are any organized group within First
Lutheran or non-profits within our community — such
as Hope House, Food Banks, Astoria Summer Lunch
Program, etc. Requests should be submitted to the
Committee through the First Lutheran office. After
review by the Committee, recommendations will be
made to the Church Council for final approval.
Deadline for requests is January 31, 2009.

YOUNG FAMILIES — Next dinner/activity night is
Monday, January 19, 5:30pm.

Meet our New Members
November 30 was a big day for
First Lutheran. Our congregation
celebrated baptisms and welcomed
new members into our church family
» through Transfer and Affirmation of
Faith. We rejoiced in the baptisms of
Welcome Norah Dessie Alsbury, daughter of
Toour Cluweh  Brian and Sarah Alsbury, Ava Joann
Osborne, daughter of Rebecca and John Osborne,
and Jaedyn Alexis Schaak, daughter of Kristiina

Chism and Jarod Schaak.

Mickey, Angie and Audrey Cereghino  most
recently lived in Tillamook, although Angie (Fisher)
grew up in this church. Grandparents Bonnie and
Don are thrilled to have them (and newborn Ty ) in
Astoria. Mickey is an art teacher at Astoria High
School (and had a nice showing at Old Town
Framing during one of the Saturday Art Walks).
Angie works at home as an accounting analyst for
Tillamook County General Hospital.

Linda Ehlers and Robertta Barba transferred
membership from Christ the Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in San Jose, California. Robertta is
a retired Professor Emeritus from San Jose State
University where she was the chair of the
Instructional Technology Department in the
Department of Education. She enjoys woodworking
(making wooden toys). Linda worked her last 26
years at Analog Devices Inc. (manufacturer of semi-
conductor chips) with her bachelor of computer
science degree. Linda enjoys counted cross-stitch
and computer games. Both enjoy swimming and
reading.

Paul Wiedenhoeft is in the US Coast Guard
and lives on the Steadfast. He grew up in
Wisconsin, where he was baptized and confirmed.

Dr. Sam and Angela Liu have lived and
worked in Shanghai, China, and Cleveland, Ohio.
Dr. Liu works in Obstetrics/Gynecology at the
Women's Center of Columbia Memorial Hospital.
They have two grown sons. Dr. Liu is interested in
medical mission work and motorcycling, and both
enjoy tennis. Angela also enjoys cooking and
dancing.

Please introduce yourself to our new members
and extend a warm First Lutheran welcome.

Save These Dates
Vacation Bible School in Knappa — June 22-26
Lutherwood Day Camp at First — July 13-17
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Thank you to so many who helped make the
Advent/Christmas season so rich. For all the
decorations, music, program planning, service and
helping opportunities, worship arrangements, etc.
Thank you to Carol Haskell for donating our
sanctuary and entry trees and to Becky and Phil

Nelson for getting and decorating them; to Marian
and Mike Soderberg for the entry column wreaths;
to Donna Holmstedt for many things. We are
grateful for the lively Christian community in which we
participate. God'’s spirit is moving among us and we
rejoice to share in the witness to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Christmas Basket Program

First Lutheran members are so generous! You gave
food, and money for food and for gifts for children.
You gave many gifts from the suggested gift tags on
the Christmas Giving Tree — all for children from
newborn to 18 years old. You gave coats, sweaters,
jackets, and sweatshirts for those who needed
something warm. You gave many hours of
volunteering to help with the food baskets. There
were many families in need of our help. We filled
their food boxes and we had food left over to give to
the Food Bank

Our Thanksgiving offering, all going towards the
Christmas Basket Program, and other giving through
the church, was over $5,000!!! About 250 boxes of
cereal and many Giving Tree gifts were brought in.
These few words cannot convey the gratitude that |
have for the response from First Lutheran family and
friends! The caring you have for our neighbors who
need our help truly answers “Feed the hungry.”
Thank you for being a part of this most worthwhile
Christmas project!

Donna Holmstedt

Make Parenting a Pleasure
Parenting education for parents of children birth —
eight years old, will be offered at Astor Elementary
Tuesday evenings, January 13 through March 17
A light meal for parents and children will be served at
5:30pm with the program beginning at 6:00pm.
Childcare is provided. Make Parenting a Pleasure is
offered at no charge to families through support of
LifeWorks NW and Astoria School District/Astor
Elementary. Learn tips for stress reduction,
communication, child development and discipline.
Parents interested in attending can register by calling
Astor Elementary at 503-325-6672.

12-14-08 Council Highlights

Because of the weather, we lacked a quorum
and no official business could be conducted. There
were some items requiring a vote that couldn’t wait,
so council members voted by email proxy.

Marian Soderberg had been interviewed and
approved by the Personnel Committee as our new
Welcome Minister . Council approved.

Hope Circle requested permission to use their
own funds for new countertops, sink and faucet, etc.
in the Fireside Room kitchen. Council approved.

Personnel Committee had approved a new title
for Dave Nelson of “Staff Assistant” rather than the
current “Congregational Helper.” Council approved.

Hal Nauman will co-chair with Dave Nelson a
First Lutheran Relay for Life Team. It is in Astoria
this year. Council approved the $100 registration fee.

Steve Drage gave a boiler update. There are
only a couple minor things to finish it off. Our
underground oil tank had leaked but was just under
the allowable limits to not need soil excavated. Steve
was thanked for all his hard work.

Bill Landwehr reported November receipts were
good and for the year we are $1,569 down. We are
working hard to get pledges returned to aid with 2009
budget planning.

Worship Committee will be requested to
discuss ways for communion to run more smoothly at
the new communion rail and ushers will need training
on new procedures.

Mileage for Pastor Keith needs settling.
Previously, when he filled in for Pastor Wecker’s
three month sabbatical, he was an “independent
contractor” working from his home office and thus
charged mileage from there. Bishop Brauer-Rieke
says that as an interim, Pastor Keith is serving under
call from the synod and would be reimbursed for
mileage from the church. However, Pastor Keith also
incurs extra expense in travel since he lives 20 miles
from the church. In cases like this, the congregation
often makes separate compensation arrangements
to cover this unusual expense.

Four council members have terms that expire in
January, 2009, and a fifth position is open to fill a
two-year term.

The next council meeting will be Wednesday,
January 7, 6:30pm to approve a 2009 budget and
get ready for the annual meeting.

Did you know ...

The church family at First offers devotions for
most ages: “Christ in our Home” for adults,
“devo zine” for teens, and Davey and Goliath's
devotions” for families with children. Be sure to pick
up the appropriate magazines.



CHARACTER THAT PLEASES

The New Year is a time for renewed commitments and changes
in our behavior. Complete the puzzle below to see whose example
is worthy of imitating or copying.

Match the blocks of spaces and letters to finish the NIV Bible verse.
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